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SHRI BARRY JOHN

Shri Barry John is the Director of The Free Birds Collective that currently
conducts training programs for actors of stage and screen.

2. Born on 2™ February, 1946 in Coventry, UK., Shri Barry's passion for acting
was manifested throughout his school career and led to his qualification as a
teacher of Drama at Bretton Hall College, Leeds University in 1967. After teaching
for ayear, he came to Indiain 1968. For the first two years, he was with a voluntary
service agency and trained teachers of English in Bangalore, Coimbatore and
Mysore. While in Bangalore he began acting with local theatre groups. In 1970, he
shifted to Delhi to join Yatrik Theatre Group. As well as acting and directing, he
initiated workshops for children of all ages and also directed a number of plays for
Delhi University colleges.

S In 1973, Shri Barry co-founded Theatre Action Group (TAG), one of Delhi's
most active repertory companies over the next 25 years. It was during this period
that he explored the application of Drama to the needs of specially abled and
socially disadvantaged groups.

4. Shri Barry also served on the faculty of the National School of Drama, first as
Asst. Professor of Western Drama (1977-1980) and then as Founder-Director of
the NSD's Theatre-in-Education Company (1989-1992). He has made occasional
forays into the film industry. Films he has acted in include "Gandhi", "Shatranj Ke
Khilari", "Tamas", "Massey Sahib", "Chittagong" and "Tere Bin Laden".

S. Shri Barry has been awarded by Delhi Natya Sangh, Sahitya Kala Parishad,
and Sangeet Natak Akademi. Recently, he was awarded an Honorary Doctoral
Degree by ITM University, Gwalior.
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